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#POCKET
MARCHÉ

The changes COVID-19 has caused to daily life have led to 
newly developed sales channels for agricultural and marine 
products. POCKET MARCHÉ, a popular online sales 
initiative started in Hanamaki City, Iwate Prefecture, is one 
example.

Sales on the platform are limited to individual farmers and 
fishermen who have passed screening criteria. Buyers can 
directly ask questions and exchange opinions with producers, 
providing peace of mind when ordering.

The platform also has a hashtag function, a standard feature 
on social networking sites. This function allows users to 
narrow down search results from the thousands of available 
products. One popular tag: #COVIDCancellation (#新型コロ
ナで困っています) is used by suppliers dealing with order 
cancellations caused by slowdowns in the restaurant industry. 
Bringing attention to these products allows consumers to 
purchase them and support producers in need.

The website also has articles highlighting popular products 
and introducing recipes that use them, so there is plenty to 
enjoy even without ordering anything.

Unfortunately, the website and app are only available in 
Japanese. However, we hope you will try ordering from the 
site (link below) and experience the richness of Japanese food 
for yourself.

●Website： https://poke-m.com/about / https://poke-m.com/

COVER ARTICLE

Connecting
The pieces!

https://poke-m.com/about%20/
https://poke-m.com/


Disaster Risk Reduction (GENSAI)

We will regularly update the DRR information in this newsletter.
If you would like a particular topic to be featured in this corner, please contact us: iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp

SenTIA
SenTIA issues multi-language mail 
magazines for sending out 
information during a disaster. We 
encourage you to sign up for this 
service at the website listed below.

Website(English) : http://int.sentia-
sendai.jp/e/activity/mailmagazine.html

Facebook : @sendai.sira
Twitter : @SENTIA_info

Sendai Tourism, Convention
and International Association

●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●
Even when compared to the rest of the world, Japan has faced a large number of natural disasters.
There is a Japanese proverb that says, 'Be prepared and have no regrets.' This column will introduce

the kinds of items that should be prepared in case of an emergency, based around this concept.
●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●○●

vol.3: Hazard Maps

SAMPLE

GENSAI Column

Hazard maps show estimated disaster areas, 
evacuation sites, evacuation routes, and the 
location of disaster mitigation facilities. They 
are a form of disaster mitigation, aiming to 
reduce the damage caused by natural disasters.

Their name varies from region to region: They 
are sometimes called disaster prevention maps, 
damage prediction maps, damage estimation 
maps, avoidance maps, risk maps, etc.

The creation of hazard maps requires 
geographic information about the local area, 
topographical and geotechnical features that 
predispose the area to disasters, previous 
disasters, and evacuation sites and routes. 
Sendai City has created hazard maps with this 
information and provides them both online and 
as pamphlets.

The Sendai Disaster Multilingual Support 
Center (http://int.sentia-
sendai.jp/blog/saigai/saigai-9632/) provides 
multilingual information on how to understand 
and read hazard maps. Please check the hazard 

maps for your area of residence and confirm any 
risks you may face.

The city of Sendai will begin operating the 
Disaster Multilingual Support Center in the 
event of a major disaster.

The center will provide foreigners the 
information they need in their native language 
and consultations in foreign languages. Please 
make sure to check the center’s website if a 
disaster occurs. （http://int.sentia-
sendai.jp/saigai/）

Tohoku University also
provides campus hazard maps!
(http://www.bureau.tohoku.ac.j
p/sisetubu/)

mailto:iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp
http://int.sentia-sendai.jp/e/activity/mailmagazine.html
http://int.sentia-sendai.jp/blog/saigai/saigai-9632/
http://int.sentia-sendai.jp/saigai/
http://www.bureau.tohoku.ac.jp/sisetubu/


STAFF INTRODUCTION

Zhengze (Mike) Pan
Assistant Professor, Nishihara Lab, AIMR

Research Field Carbon materials, energy devices, template synthesis

Hometown Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China

Hobby Reading, Working out, Language learning

Impression of
Sendai / TU

The city is just about right for me. Regarding TU, it has a 
very good research environment, where everyone 
professionally and promptly cooperates with each other 
towards high efficiency.
Message:My favorite quote is from Steve Job’s 
commencement address at Stanford in 2005, which goes 
“stay hungry, stay foolish”. During my career time here in 
TU, I wish I could always stay hungry and foolish.

Message
I used to study as a student here years ago, but returning to 
work here has been in my mind before. I owe this to Prof. 
Hirotomo Nishihara.
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Jonas K. H. Fischer
Specially Appointed Assistant Professor, Tohoku Forum for Creativity (TFC)

Research Field Solid State Physics (Multiferroics)

Hometown Augsburg, Germany

Hobby Soccer (looking for a team), Tennis, Hiking, Travel

Impression of
Sendai / TU

Everything is reachable by bicycle. On Katahira campus as
well as in the city the streets are lined with trees, and nature
is never far away.

Message

After about ten weeks in Sendai, I can say that I am 
enjoying it very much so far. My colleagues and everyone I 
met at AIMR have been very helpful and warm (unlike the 
weather). I am looking forward to contribute to the TFC’s 
mission of promoting international collaboration to solve 
the world’s problems, as well as more closely connecting 
scientists to society.
Personally, I am always happy to help so please
contact me if there’s anything I might be able to
do for you (be it about the TFC’s work, baking
recipes, or dielectric and magnetic measurements).
Lastly, I wish everyone a happy new year with this
sunrise photographed from the top of Mt. Fuji in
August 2019.



STAFF INTRODUCTION

Tang Rui
Research Associate, Nishihara Lab, AIMR

Research Field Carbon materials

Hometown Hunan province, China

Hobby Working out,

Impression of
Sendai / TU Easy to live in

Message
I am happy to be able to work here.
I think Sendai is a beautiful city having a lot of trees and the 
location of the Katahira campus in this city is so nice. 
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Jadala Venkata Ramana Reddy
Assistant Professor, Suito Lab, AIMR

Research Field Mathematical modeling, inter-disciplinary research

Hometown Hyderabad, India

Hobby Table Tennis, Hiking, Carnatic music

Impression of
Sendai / TU

I first visited Sendai on December 15, 2020. Sendai
welcomed me with the first snowfall of this session. In India,
I was horrified after watching videos related to the Sendai
2011 earthquake and tsunami. But, I am amazed to see the
progress of Sendai and Japan. Every day I travel between
Katahira campus to Dormitory. Therefore I got the
opportunity to view a few areas in Sendai, Sendai is very
calm and beautiful. As Einstein said, the city is very
conducive to research. The staff helps me a lot. I’m glad to
be a member of our lab. I will work hard and try to reach
the Tohoku University level of research.

Message

I am at the level of receiving the message with respect.
Our lab works on finding the mathematical solutions to the 
wide range of research questions. I’m engaged in conducting 
the research on complex medical problems by using 
mathematics. 



STAFF INTRODUCTION
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Alka Sharma
Assistant Professor, Y.P.Chen - Kumatani Lab, AIMR

Research Field Investigation of Quantum transport in 2D material based 
heterostructures

Hometown Delhi, India

Hobby Travelling, Listening music, Cooking, and Photography

Impression of
Sendai / TU

and 

Message

I recently shifted to Sendai from Tokyo and really enjoying
the cold weather in Sendai. It’s snowing almost every day.
I feel privileged to Join Professor Yong. P. Chen Laboratory
at Tohoku university. This opportunity provided me a great
path to work in an interdisciplinary research environment at
AIMR, Tohoku University (TU), and explore the quantum
phenomenon in 2D heterostructures.

Tohoku University is one of the most Internationally
recognized and top universities in Japan due to its excellent
research standards. I also appreciate the help from the
International Affairs Center and TU staff members for the
International researchers. I look forward to collaborating
with researchers in different fields and hope for me to get
some interesting research output.



JAPANESE CLASS

CHA-CHAT J SALON SCHEDULE October2020 – March2021

13
October

Let's learn Kanji①
Is this a picture?
A pictograph?

12
January

Let's learn Kanji④
The art of calligraphy

10
November

Let's learn Kanji②
My one week schedule 9

February

Let's learn Kanji⑤
Meaning of "High nasal 
bridge"

8
December

Let's learn Kanji③
Kanji-puzzle: Let's find a 
piece!

16
March

Let's learn Kanji⑥
Name of old towns & streets 
in Sendai

IAC holds a Japanese class: CHA-CHAT J SALON ーちゃちゃっとじぇいさろん
for international researchers and their families!  For booking: iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp

【NOTICE】CHA-CHAT J SALON has been cancelled due to the response to 
prevent the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in January and February.

Now, we are planning to resume the J SALON via online on March 16.
Please check the IAC website for updated information. 

We are waiting for your participation!
みなさまのご参加をお待ちしております！

mailto:iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp


WHAT’S IAC

What is IAC :
The International Affairs Center (IAC) provides various supports to international 
researchers of Tohoku University. We offer services including necessary information to 
work for Tohoku University and general living information in Sendai.

What we provide for you :

E-mail : iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp |  Tel : 022-217-5971
Address : AIMR Main Bld. 2nd Floor, 2-1-1 Katahira, Aoba-ku, Sendai
Website : http://www.wpi-aimr.tohoku.ac.jp/iac/indexE.html

CONTACT INFORMATION

TANNO Kanako SAWANO YuiUNOURA Sayaka

If you have any questions or require any further information,
please contact IAC. We would be happy to help you!

SATO Go

mailto:iac@grp.tohoku.ac.jp
http://www.wpi-aimr.tohoku.ac.jp/iac/indexE.html

	スライド番号 1
	スライド番号 2
	スライド番号 3
	スライド番号 4
	スライド番号 5
	スライド番号 6
	スライド番号 7
	スライド番号 8

